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DAWN COPPOCK 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

P. O. Box 388 
Strawberry Plains, TN 37871 

(865) 933-8173 
Fax (865) 933-3272 

dawn@dawncoppock.com 
 
 

 
 
 
 
LEGAL/GOVERNMENTAL WORK EXPERIENCE 
 
June 1993 –  Attorney at Law, Solo Practice, 
Present  Strawberry Plains, Tennessee. 
   Emphasis: adoption law. 

Including contested and voluntary termination of pa rental 
rights, foster care related matters, jurisdictional  transfers, 
access to adoption records, interstate adoption, in ternational 
adoption, service as guardian ad litem for children , adoption-
related parentage, grandparent visitation and custo dy actions, 
benefit disputes, guardianship and assisted reprodu ctive 
technology contracts, and related legal actions.  

 
October 1987 – Attorney at Law for Rainwater, Humbl e & Vowell,  
June 1993  Knoxville, Tennessee.  

General Civil Practice.   
Including medical malpractice, employment law, pers onal 
injury, conservatorship, social security, bankruptc y, collections, 
real estate, domestic relations, property law, busi ness law, 
transactional law, employment law, administrative l aw, class 
action, and complex litigation.  
 

August 1989 – Adjunct Instructor of Business Law, C arson-Newman College, 
May 1990  Jefferson City, Tennessee. 
  
June 1986 –  Law Clerk for Judge James H. Jarvis, U .S. District Court 
August 1986  for the Eastern District of Tennessee.  
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May 1985 –  Law Clerk for Egerton, McAfee, Armistea d and Davis, P.C., 
July 1985  Knoxville, Tennessee. 
 
February 1982 – Intern for U.S. Congressman James H . Quillen of Tennessee, 
April 1982  Washington, D.C.  
 
 
OTHER WORK EXPERIENCE 
 
October 1983 –  Purchase Specialist at IBM,  
August 1984  Rockville, Maryland  
 
 
EDUCATION & LICENSURE  
 
October 1987 – Licensed to practice law in the Stat e of Tennessee 
Present 
 
May 1987  Juris Doctorate, Marshall-Wythe School of  Law,  

College of William and Mary, Williamsburg, Virginia . 
Top third of the class. Moot Court Board Negotiatio ns Team,  
American Jurisprudence Book Award for Trusts and Es tates,  
Society of Mary & William. 

 
May – June 1986 University of Exeter, Summer progra m in England.  

Studied European economic community and comparative   
English and French law. 
 

July 1983  Bachelor of Science Degree, Carson-Newma n College, 
Jefferson City, Tennessee. 
Double Major, Management and Business Data Processi ng. 
Grade point average 3.76. Magna Cum Laude. Various honor 
societies. Photographer for the annual staff. Essay ist for the 
Carson-Newman literary magazine. 

 
June 1980   Graduate Holston High School, Knoxville , Tennessee. 
 
 
CERTIFICATIONS 
 
2008 Legislative      Registered Lobbyist, Tennesse e General Assembly. 
Session 
 
July 22, 2002 – Family Law Mediator, pursuant to Su preme Court Rule 31. 
Present   
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DISTINCTIONS 
 

·  AV Rating Martindale Hubble. 
 

·  Angel in Adoption™  2004 from  the United States Congressional Coalition on 
Adoption Institute.  

 
·  Knoxville’s Top Attorneys, CityView  magazine, August 2006 and August 

2008. 
 

·  150 Best Lawyers in the State of Tennessee, Business TN magazine, January 
2005. 

 
·  Best 101 Lawyers in the State of Tennessee, Business TN magazine, January 

2004. 
 

·  Distinguished Young Alumna 2005 – 2006, Carson-Newm an College. 
 
 
LEGAL PUBLICATIONS - Books: 
 

·  Coppock on Tennessee Adoption Law with Forms and St atutes, 2 nd  3rd 4th 

and 5 th Editions. Published by Lexis Law Publishing in 1998, 2000, 20 03, and 
2005. One of the publishers’ bestselling Tennessee titles with over 3,600 
copies sold. 

 
·  Tennessee Adoption Law with Forms and Statutes . Published by Michie Co., 

April 1997. 
 

·  Federal Adoption Laws.  Editorial Advisory Board and author of foreword.  
Published by Lexis Law Publishing, 1999 and 2002. 

 
 
LITERARY PUBLICATIONS - Poems in the following journals:  
 

·  Wind  magazine, a publication of the University of Kentu cky. 
 
·  Mossy Creek Reader,  a publication of Carson-Newman College. 

 
·  Now & Then , a publication of East Tennessee State University.  

 
·  Pine Mountain Sand & Gravel, a publication of Southern Appalachian 

Writers Cooperative. 
 

·  Outscape: Writings on Fences and Frontiers , 2008 Knoxville Writers’ Guild.  
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PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
 

·  American Academy of Adoption Attorneys (AAAA), 1992  – Present.  
-  Served on the Special Needs Adoption Committee  

and the Birth Parents’ Rights Committee.  
-  Represented AAAA as a presenter at the 1996 Annu al Conference  

    of the National Organization of Administrators of the Interstate   
                Compact on the Placement of Childre n in Louisville, Kentucky. 

 
·  Adoptive Families of America (AFA) Member, 1990 – P resent.   

-  AFA Education & Policy Council Member, 1997 – 19 99. 
 

·  North American Council on Adoptable Children, 1991 – Present.  
 -  Local Chapter Board Member and Legislative Coor dinator,  
     1991 – 1995. 

 
·  American Bar Association, 1987 – Present.   

 -  Family Law Section, 1991 – Present. 
 -  Adoption Committee, 1991 – Present.  

 
·  Tennessee Bar Association, 1987 - Present.  

 -  Founder and Chair of the Tennessee Bar Associat ion Adoption Law 
         Committee, 1991.   
 -  Chair of the Adoption Law Committee, 1996 –  1997.   
 

·  Member of Family Law Section. 
 -  Member of Appellate Practice Section.   
 -  Board Member of Tennessee Young Lawyers Confere nce,           
     1988 – 1992.  

       -  Executive Director of Long-Range Planning  for the Young Lawyers,    
      1989 – 1991.   

 
·  Tennessee Trial Lawyers, 1989 –  1993. 

 
·  Knoxville Bar Association, 1987 – Present.  
  -  Member of KBA’s first Minority Attorney Recrui ting Committee, 1990. 
  -  Member of KBA’s first Unmet Legal Needs of Chi ldren Committee,    
                    1992. 

-  Knoxville Barristers, 1987 – 1997. 
-  Knoxville Barristers Board Member in various cap acities including: 

Chair of the Adopt-A-School Committee. 
      Long-Range Planning Advisor, 1988 –  1990.   

 
·  East Tennessee Lawyers’ Association for Women, 1988  – Present.   

-  Board Member, 1989 –  1991.  
-  Secretary, 1990 –  1991.   
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·  Opportunities for Women Committee Member, 1990 –  1993. 
 

·  Florence Crittenton Agency,  
-  Advisory Board, for three years in the mid-1990s . 

 
·  Board of Professional Responsibility, Hearing Commi ttee Member,           

1994 – 2000.   
      -  Tennessee Supreme Court’s disciplinary enf orcement program.  
 

·  Jefferson County Foster Care Review Board, 2000 –  2006. 
 

·  Tennessee Lawyers’ Association for Women, 2008 – Pr esent. 
 

·  Hamilton Burnett American Inn of Court, inducted 20 08 as a Master.  
 

 
PROFESSIONAL TEACHING AND SPEAKING 

 
Frequent speaker for continuing legal education, ju dicial training, public 
information, prospective adoptive parent seminars, and media source on the 
subject of adoption and termination of parental rig hts.    
Partial listing of professional presentations:   
 

·  Tennessee Department of Children’s Services 
-  Use of Open Adoption and Moving Children Out of Foster Care 

         September 22, 2006 
-  Removing Procedural Obstacles for Children  

        October 3, 2008  
 

·  Tennessee Bar Association and  
Tennessee Lawyers’ Association for Women  
 -  Utilizing Your Office Staff to Increase Product ivity   

                 June 13, 2008  
 

·  Tennessee Judicial Conference 
 -  Adoption Law Update 
       October 1998 
 -  Surrender of Parental Rights 
       June 6, 2001 

           -  Adoption and Termination of Parental Rights 
        March 15, 2007  

 
·  University of Tennessee Law School – Child Law Soci ety 
  -  Adoption and Termination of Parental Rights 

   November 16, 2006  
-  Trends in Child Welfare Law 
   April 16, 2007  
 



Dawn Coppock                                                                                                                          Page 6 of 7 

·  Tennessee Bar Association 
Primary Presenter:  Full Day Comprehensive  

  Tennessee Adoption Law Series 
 -  November 7, 2003 - Knoxville, Tennessee 
 -  November 14, 2003 - Nashville, Tennessee   
 -  November 18, 2003 - Memphis, Tennessee  
 -  November 21, 2003 - Chattanooga, Tennessee  

 
·  2003 Tennessee Court Clerk’s Conference 

 -  Adoption and Termination, A Clerk’s View 
     September 11, 2003  
 

·  North American Council on Adoptable Children Annual  Conference 
 -  Adoption Assistance Negotiations 
     August 4, 2001 - Charlotte, North Carolina 
 -  Adoption Assistance Negotiations 
     August 3, 2002 - Chicago, Illinois 

 
·  East Tennessee Lawyers’ Association for Women 

  -  Basic Adoption Procedure for the General and F amily  
                    Law Practitioner 

     September 12, 1997 
 

·  Tennessee Bar Association Annual Meeting 
 -  Domestic Legislative Update - Tennessee Adoptio n Law 
    June 1997 - Destin, Florida 

  
·  AAICPC Annual Conference, (AAICPC is the National O rganization of 

Administrators of the Interstate Compact on the Pla cement of Children) 
 -  Interstate Adoption Practice 
     1996 - Louisville, Kentucky 

  
·  Tennessee Trial Lawyers 

Sole Presenter: Full Day Seminar Series  
Re: Basic Adoption Procedures  
 -  August 23, 1996, Murfreesboro & Columbia, Tenne ssee 
 -  September 20, 1996 - Clarksville & Gallatin, Te nnessee 
 -  September 27, 1996 - Cookeville, Tennessee 

 
·  American Bar Association Annual Convention 

 -  Representing Birth Mothers in Private Adoptions  
    1993 - San Francisco, California 

 
·  Tennessee Bar Association Adoption Law Seminars 

 -  Organizer and a Major Presenter: Full Day Semin ar Series 
     June 1991 - Memphis, Tennessee 
     May 1992 - Nashville, Tennessee 
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VOLUNTEER WORK 
 
1987 – Present  Provided   legal services to clients at the request of  

Knoxville Legal Aid and the courts.   
 
1987 – 1993   Provided free legal services to victi ms of domestic violence 

through the Knoxville YWCA Victim’s Advocacy Progra m.  
 
1998 – Present   Church of the Savior, United Church of Ch rist, Knoxville 

Service in various capacities including: 
 -  Adult and children’s Sunday school teacher. 
 -  Ordination Committee. 
 -  Associate Pastor Selection Committee. 
 -  Church Safety Committee - developing policy for     
               protection of children and adults fr om harassment and 
     abuse within the church community. 

 
2006 – 2008  Lindquist Appalachian Environmental Fellowshi p (LEAF)  

LEAF is a Christian, creation care group that provi des free 
educational materials to Tennessee churches and adv ocates 
for legislation to end mountaintop-removal coal min ing in 
Tennessee. Services for LEAF include management, wr iting, 
speaking, and lobbying. 
 -  Co-founder and co-director.  
 -  Legislative director during the 2008 Tennessee   
               legislative session. 

 
 

PERSONAL INTERESTS & HOBBIES 
 
Writing poetry, persuasive and personal essays, hik ing, gardening, cooking, 
entertaining, travel, and yoga. 
 
Lives with son and daughter on a farm in Strawberry  Plains, Tennessee. 
 


